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To: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

In the attention of: Director-General Irina Bokova 

 

Bucharest, 11th of April 2011 

Dear Mrs. Bokova, 

 

I am contacting you in the name of the Romanian Environmental Coalition, an alliance formed 
by 68 nongovernmental environmental organizations, whose purpose is to contribute to 
sustainable development in Romania and the development of civil society.  

One of the important issues that the Coalition for Environment actively supports is preserving 
the natural and cultural heritage of Rosia Montana, situated in the Carpathian Mountains. Since 
2000, this town is threatened to be destroyed by a mining project proposal. If developed, it will 
be the largest open cast cyanide gold mine in Europe. 

Rosia Montana has an outstandingly history and cultural heritage – both ancient and industrial; 
the historical site Alburnus Maior – Verespatak – Roşia de Munte – Rosia Montana emphasizes 
a superposition of mining vestiges dating back to the Roman period and used through the 
Middle Ages and modern times together with remains of traditional hydro-technical equipment, 
samples of ancient mining technology and the site of traditional mining fair.  

The exploitation project proposed by the mining company would bring about, after years of 
intensive exploitation, the disappearance of the unique and valuable assets of the area and of 
the cultural and natural heritage of the Rosia Montana site.  

The Save Rosia Montana campaign initiated by the local inhabitants is one of the largest civil 
society environmental campaigns in Romania with major successes during the years. The 
campaign is being supported by the Romanian Academy, ICOMOS, the Orthodox Church, the 
Royal House of Romania, several nongovernmental organizations, national and international 
scientific community, public personalities and thousands of citizens. 

However, the Romanian government has been supporting the mining project and the 
destruction of the cultural heritage, though all these valuable assets are protected by the 
Romanian interest law. In the last year, the political forces intensified being in conflict with the 
laws and the public interest.  
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In March 2010, the Association “Architecture.Restoration.Archeology” officially submitted the 
request for Rosia Montana to be included in the UNESCO List of World Heritage and for political 
reasons the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage has been unable to promote the 
submission.  

In the light of the above, we would very much appreciate if you could meet with the Romanian 
Environmental Coalition at the time and place at your convenience while visiting Bucharest. I 
allow myself to attach to this invitation a more detailed document that contains information on 
the situation presented previously. 

I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Raluca Dan  

Re.Generation 

 

The Romanian Environmental Coalition 

Tel.: +40 720 371 713 

E-mail: raluca@re-generation.ro  

 

  

 


